Language-study should be an integral part of the English curriculum. If students are aware of the language they speak and know the linguistic choices available to them. then they will be able to participate more fully in the community in which they learn. play. and make a living. In order to do this. teachers should design a curriculum giving students the opportunity to explore the nature and structure oflanguage. including the usage conven tions of~Standard English" as well as other varieties of Engltsh. They should explore language heritage. geographical and social dialects. semantics. and the ~silent language" as well. All of these areas offer students vast resources for study and growth. a chance to broaden their ltnguistic repertoire and. as a result. help them to exert an influence on the community in which they ltve.
One of the major language areas open for exploration by students is geographical dialects. In our pluralistic society. a wide variety of languages and dialects are spoken daily. Even though each person is likely to have a number of dialects. the concept of "dialect" is widely misunderstood. Many people belteve that dialect is a corruption of the standard language rather than a valid variation. It is important. then. for students to become aware of and appreciate the variety of dialects as valid forms of language use.
Generally. there are three dialect regions in the United States: north ern. southern. and midland. Because of improved communications and extensive travel. these boundaries are not as clearly defined as they used to be. Still. with continued emphasis on language and language variety. many people have felt less pressure to conform. and thus feel more comfortable using their native dialect. Within each region. there are many dialect pockets. For example. within the northern area. there exist dialects of northeastern New England. southeastern New England. southwestern New England, New York City. the Hudson Valley. western Vermont. and upstate New York. Of course. there are even smaller pockets within each of those areas.
Many reasons account for these dialect differences: the language that came to this country from England, the influences that it received from other languages after arrtving in this country. the western migratlon ofthe colOnists. and the influence of physical geography.
Settlers from England came from many areas, bringing with them a variety of linguistlc backgrounds and a broad range of dialects. When they came to America, they brought with them the language peculiarttles of the Southern. Midland, or Northern dialect areas of the mother country. These settlers, with their variety of language habits, influenced each other as they traveled together across the ocean. as well as after they arrived on American soU. Their dialects served as the foundation of American English.
The language in all of its varieties continued to be influenced by many sources. Certainly at the forefront in our classroom discussions of these matters shouldbe the influence ofthe native Americans as well as people from other countries who either were already in this country or would soon arrtve. The Indian influence is noticed throughout the English language. Not only is the influence felt in names of rivers, mountains, cities, and states but also in other areas as well. A few examples include the words Mhickoxy." "pecan; "succotash," "squaw: "tomahawk; "tepee," and "toboggan."
Each ofthe nationswhose people came to America also left some traces on the English vocabulaxy. For example. the Dutch left us "cole-slaw," Mcookies; and "waffles;" the French gave us "portage: "prairie: and "goblet:" and the Spanish contributed "alligator" and "mosquito." This 1mm1gratlon during the nineteenth centuxy of people from many different lands made a substantlal difference in the English language in general and the various dialects in particular.
The western migration of the colonists contributed to the differences as well. The language changed as people moved from one area to another and as colonists came in contact with these vartous influences. The general shift was east to west. Therefore. dialect boundartes tend to run hOrizontally rather than vertically.
PhYSical geography influenced the nature of the language, too.
Mountains. rivers. deserts. and marshes often blocked the spread ofdifferent words and expressions by inhibiting physical travel by dialect users. This influence does not have such an effect now, but played an important role in the early establishment of the various dialects. A good example is the Connecticut River, which separates "pahk the cah" from "park the car" and serves as the natural boundary between Vennont and New Hampshire. This river also serves as the major dividing point between the eastern New England and the Vennont, upstate New York dialect areas. Certainly, other natural boundaries had an effect: Appalachian Mountains, the Rockies, Mississippi River.
The differences among the dialect regions usually occur in three The study of geographical dialects arouses a great deal of enthusiasm in the students as they have the opportunity to investigate their own dialects. They begin to notice how their dialects are different from others in their neighborhood. school. community. state and nation. I believe. too. that as students begin to learn more about each other's language differences. they begin to learn more about each person's uniqueness. As a result. there may be more tolerance toward the differences found among people. An important concept to teach is that language difference is not language inferiority.
To know this subject matter is important, but to experience the exploration of dialect study is even better. The following activ1ties help students to move into the realm of Unguis tic investigation as they study their own language patterns as well as those of others':
Activity 1 There are many words and phrases that are frequently expressed in 
Activity 2
As a follow-up to the previous activity, have students create a dialect observation sheet using some or all of the items in activity 1. Students should use this sheet to survey dialect differences in their community. Have students select informants who can give them a range in age and education; an urbani rural balance; information on their residences, both past and present; and some information on their occupations. Discuss with students the results.
As a follow up, have students investigate the settlement of their community: where did people come from. how did they travel to this community, what changes have occurred between the present population and the early settlers?
Activity 3 Students frequently enjoy Mfirst hand data ft in their dialect study. Have them record a passage which includes key words and experiences and send it to another school in a different dialect area. TIlls is not as difftcult as It may seem. Simplychoose a community from a map and send a letterofinquiIy about the project to the English teacher of that community's junior or senior high school. Exchange the recorded passages and discuss them. On a map of the United States have students indicate the general boundaries of the dialect areas. In each area they should tndicate with pictures, key words. or phonetic spelltngs the regional differences.
Is to greet a new member of the community explaining to that person everything there is to know about the area he hasjust moved Into. Some topicS to consider: wtldllfe, food and drink, weather, politics, furniture, and health conditions. If students are really at home with their dialects, an improvisation might work better than the writing of an actual script.
To study dialects, students are, Indeed, able to discover the joy and fascination found In the American language. Seeing 
